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Today’s TopicsToday’s Topics
Why are you writing? Why are you writing? 
Wh t t tWh t t tWhere to startWhere to start
What’s your GenreWhat’s your Genre
Finding your marketFinding your market
Books and getting publishedBooks and getting published
Articles and getting them publishedArticles and getting them published

66

General writing guidelines and tipsGeneral writing guidelines and tips
Writing exerciseWriting exercise
Special guestSpecial guest
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To startTo start
Why do you want to write?Why do you want to write?

Writing for pleasure or profit?Writing for pleasure or profit?
Hobby? Hobby? 

Vanity?Vanity?
Family history?Family history?

S d C ?S d C ?

77

Second Career?Second Career?
Supplement your income?Supplement your income?
Have a business for tax deductions?Have a business for tax deductions?

Which Medium?Which Medium?

InternetInternet
PrintPrint

88
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InternetInternet

•• EmailsEmails
•• Web sitesWeb sites
•• Blogs    Blogs    ((HarrietHalkyard.Blogspot.com)HarrietHalkyard.Blogspot.com)

•• Newsgroups (e.g. Yahoo Groups)Newsgroups (e.g. Yahoo Groups)
•• EbooksEbooks

99

PrintPrint
NewspapersNewspapers
MagazinesMagazines

Consumer (Readers Digest)Consumer (Readers Digest)
Trade publications (i.e. EscapeesRV)Trade publications (i.e. EscapeesRV)

BooksBooks

1010

Find a publisherFind a publisher
Be a publisher Be a publisher 
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BOOKSBOOKSBOOKSBOOKS
Who is going to read it?Who is going to read it?

Family & friends, Family & friends, 
OtherOther motorhomersmotorhomers/gardeners/horse lovers,/gardeners/horse lovers,

1111

Other Other motorhomersmotorhomers/gardeners/horse lovers, /gardeners/horse lovers, 
The world?The world?

BOOKSBOOKS
FormatFormat

PaperbackPaperback
Hard CoverHard Cover
IllustratedIllustrated
Photographs includedPhotographs included

1212

g pg p
BW or Color?BW or Color?

Coffee TableCoffee Table
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Book PublishingBook Publishing

•• SelfSelf--Publish or Publishing House?Publish or Publishing House?

1313

Publishing ChoicesPublishing Choices

•• Large New York PublisherLarge New York Publisher
•• Medium Sized (specialty) PublisherMedium Sized (specialty) Publisher
•• Hire an agentHire an agent
•• Vanity PressVanity Press
•• Self PublishSelf Publish

1414
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Publisher vs. SelfPublisher vs. Self--PublishingPublishing
•• Selling out to a publisherSelling out to a publisher
•• Must draft a proposal & find agentMust draft a proposal & find agent
•• 18 months to get off press18 months to get off press

•• Publishing yourselfPublishing yourself
•• No wasted timeNo wasted time
•• 5 weeks to print the book5 weeks to print the book•• 18 months to get off press18 months to get off press

•• Advance against royaltiesAdvance against royalties
•• $3,000+ for initial promotion$3,000+ for initial promotion
•• No royalties for 2No royalties for 2--3 years3 years
•• Little promotion by publisherLittle promotion by publisher
•• Lose control of bookLose control of book
•• Make less moneyMake less money
•• Book is in stores for 4 mos. onlyBook is in stores for 4 mos. only
•• No revisions allowedNo revisions allowed

•• 5 weeks to print the book5 weeks to print the book
•• No advance or royaltiesNo advance or royalties
•• $2 $2 -- $15000+ for $15000+ for 

printing/promotionprinting/promotion
•• Money flows in 30 daysMoney flows in 30 days
•• You can be sure book is promotedYou can be sure book is promoted
•• Keep control of bookKeep control of book
•• Make more moneyMake more money
•• Book sells foreverBook sells forever

1515

No revisions allowedNo revisions allowed
•• Fewer tax deductionsFewer tax deductions
•• Good possibility of rejectionGood possibility of rejection
•• You can concentrate on writing You can concentrate on writing 

and promotingand promoting

Book sells foreverBook sells forever
•• Always up to dateAlways up to date
•• More business expensesMore business expenses
•• No rejectionNo rejection
•• Must run the business tooMust run the business too

SelfSelf--PublishingPublishing

•• Shortest and most expensive route to publishingShortest and most expensive route to publishingShortest and most expensive route to publishing Shortest and most expensive route to publishing 
a booka book

•• Writing is only a small part of the effort requiredWriting is only a small part of the effort required
–– LayoutLayout
–– Cover designCover design
–– Getting Blurbs (for back cover) and ReviewsGetting Blurbs (for back cover) and Reviews

1616

Gett g u bs ( o bac co e ) a d e e sGett g u bs ( o bac co e ) a d e e s
–– SellingSelling
–– Book tours / TV & Radio interviewsBook tours / TV & Radio interviews
–– Business of taking orders / shipping / record keepingBusiness of taking orders / shipping / record keeping
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References to Get StartedReferences to Get Started

1.1. “The Self“The Self--Publishing Manual”, Dan Publishing Manual”, Dan PoynterPoynter
2.2. “Complete Guide to Self Publishing: Everything “Complete Guide to Self Publishing: Everything 

You Need to Know to You Need to Know to 
Write, Publish, Promote, and Sell Your Own Write, Publish, Promote, and Sell Your Own 
Book”, Tom & Marilyn RossBook”, Tom & Marilyn Ross

33 “Writer’s Market” Kathy Brogan Editor“Writer’s Market” Kathy Brogan Editor

1717

3.3. Writer s Market , Kathy Brogan, EditorWriter s Market , Kathy Brogan, Editor
4.4. “Travel Writing”, Lonely Planet“Travel Writing”, Lonely Planet

Writing  Writing  (If you plan to publish)(If you plan to publish)

•• The Idea and Market ResearchThe Idea and Market Research
–– Write for the reader not for youWrite for the reader not for youWrite for the reader, not for youWrite for the reader, not for you
–– Competitors Competitors –– Visit a BookstoreVisit a Bookstore
–– IngramsIngrams SalesSales
–– Amazon salesAmazon sales

•• Writing the ManuscriptWriting the Manuscript
–– 11stst, 2, 2ndnd etc. draftsetc. drafts

1818

–– Peer Review Peer Review 
•• Editing and Proof Reading (2Editing and Proof Reading (2--3 months)3 months)
•• Galleys, Back Blurbs, Advance ReviewsGalleys, Back Blurbs, Advance Reviews
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ProductionProduction
(resource lists available from references)(resource lists available from references)

•• Cover Cover –– get a professional book designerget a professional book designer
•• Layout & TypesettingLayout & Typesetting•• Layout & TypesettingLayout & Typesetting

–– Word Processing vs. TypesettingWord Processing vs. Typesetting
–– Programs (Programs (QuarkExpressQuarkExpress, , InDesignInDesign))

•• Photos & IllustrationsPhotos & Illustrations
–– Color or B/W? Color or B/W? 
–– Adobe Illustrator, PhotoshopAdobe Illustrator, Photoshop

1919

pp
•• Register title: Register title: www.Bowkerlink.comwww.Bowkerlink.com (ISBN)(ISBN)
•• How much to charge (6 x printing costs!)How much to charge (6 x printing costs!)
•• Printing (POD or Press)Printing (POD or Press)

Schedule from Manuscript to Schedule from Manuscript to 
Market for SelfMarket for Self--PublishingPublishinggg

•• Short Schedule Short Schedule –– 6 months6 months
•• Long Schedule Long Schedule –– 18 months18 months

2020
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MarketingMarketing

•• Join Publishers Marketing AssociationJoin Publishers Marketing AssociationJoin Publishers Marketing Association  Join Publishers Marketing Association  
www.pmawww.pma--online.org online.org 

•• Reviews Reviews 
–– PrePre--PublicationPublication
–– PostPost--PublicationPublication

2121

•• Web SiteWeb Site
–– Google Google AdwordsAdwords and Google Printand Google Print

•• Amazon.comAmazon.com
•• PublicityPublicity

Advanced Reviews (Galleys)Advanced Reviews (Galleys)

•• American Library AssociationAmerican Library AssociationAmerican Library AssociationAmerican Library Association
•• Library JournalLibrary Journal
•• Quality Books (Library Distributor)Quality Books (Library Distributor)
•• New York TimesNew York Times
•• L A TimesL A Times

2222

•• L A TimesL A Times
•• Publishers Weekly (not selfPublishers Weekly (not self--published published 

unless handled by a distributor)unless handled by a distributor)
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Early Book ReviewsEarly Book Reviews
(ready to send when books come off the press)(ready to send when books come off the press)

•• Library JournalLibrary Journal
•• New York TimesNew York TimesNew York TimesNew York Times
•• San Francisco ChronicleSan Francisco Chronicle
•• Washington PostWashington Post
•• American Book ReviewAmerican Book Review
•• Baker & TaylorBaker & Taylor
•• BooklistBooklist
•• Chicago Tribune BooksChicago Tribune Books

2323

gg
•• Feature News ServiceFeature News Service
•• H. W. Wilson CompanyH. W. Wilson Company
•• Independent PublisherIndependent Publisher
•• Los Angeles Times Book ReviewLos Angeles Times Book Review

DistributionDistribution
•• Direct Sales (e.g. RV Rallies)Direct Sales (e.g. RV Rallies)

AA•• Amazon.comAmazon.com
•• Fulfillment Houses (APG group)Fulfillment Houses (APG group)
•• Distributors Distributors 

–– Exclusive or NonExclusive or Non--ExclusiveExclusive

Wh l lWh l l

2424

•• WholesalersWholesalers
–– Baker & TaylorBaker & Taylor
–– Quality BooksQuality Books
–– IngramIngram
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Where Do The Books Go?Where Do The Books Go?
99 Days to Panama99 Days to Panama

Friends &

Amazon
45%

Bookstores 

Rallies
9%

Free 
Copies

8%

Direct 
Wholesale

7%

Friends & 
Family

6%
Web Sales

4%

2525

(B&T)
21%

How Many Books Can You Sell?How Many Books Can You Sell?

•• PoynterPoynter says a decent nonsays a decent non--fiction book willfiction book willPoynterPoynter says a decent nonsays a decent non fiction book will fiction book will 
sell 2000 in the first year!sell 2000 in the first year!

•• We sold about 1200 (Market too narrow!)We sold about 1200 (Market too narrow!)
•• Mike and Terri Church sell a press run of Mike and Terri Church sell a press run of 

3000 books in about two years for 3000 books in about two years for yy
successful titles, unsuccessful titles take successful titles, unsuccessful titles take 
longer!longer!

•• Sales decay in subsequent years. 50% in Sales decay in subsequent years. 50% in 
second year.second year. 2626
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How Much Can you Make Writing How Much Can you Make Writing 
Books?Books?
•• Through publishing houseThrough publishing house

You get 5You get 5 15% Royalty15% Royalty–– You get 5You get 5--15% Royalty15% Royalty

•• SelfSelf--PublishPublish
–– Through distributor you get 35% of retailThrough distributor you get 35% of retail
–– Through Amazon or wholesaler you get 45%Through Amazon or wholesaler you get 45%
–– Selling to retail stores you get 50Selling to retail stores you get 50--60%60%

2727

g y gg y g
–– Selling direct retail you get 100% (less special Selling direct retail you get 100% (less special 

discounts)discounts)

These are your gross receipts not 
including costs of printing, shipping, etc.!

Example SelfExample Self--Publishing IncomePublishing Income
(one title (one title –– first edition)first edition)

Black & White Black & White Full Color POD POD
PQN (Digital) Press Asia B&W Color

Pages 224 224 352 352 352
Copies 500 3000 3500 1 1
Cover Art $1,500 $1,500 $1,500
Typesetting & Layout $3,000 $6,000 DIY DIY
Photo Editing $500 $3,000
Printing $2,178 $7,233 $15,000 11.04 58.8
Shipping $50 $500 $1,500
Total Production $3,728 $12,733 $27,000 -$       -$        
Cost per book $7.46 $4.24 $7.71 11.04$   58.80$    

Price (example) $13 $18 $25 $20 $70

Free Books (Review, etc.) 30 300 300

Direct % 100% 15% 15% 100% 100%

2828

Distributor % 85% 85%
Revenues Direct (100% revenue) $6,110 $7,290 $12,000
Revenues from Distributor (35% Revenue) $0 $18,590 $30,600
Total Revenues $6,110 $25,880 $42,600 20.00$    70.00$    
Fulfilment Expenses $940 $5,400 $6,400 5.00$      5.00$      
Gross Profit $1,442 $7,746 $9,200 $4 $6
Marketing & Promotion ?? ?? ?? ?? ??
Your Labor ?? ?? ?? ?? ??
Net Income ?? ?? ?? ?? ??
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Public RelationsPublic Relations
You have to sell your bookYou have to sell your book

•• Press Kit: News Release, Bio, Reviews Press Kit: News Release, Bio, Reviews 
•• Newspapers & Magazines Newspapers & Magazines 
•• Book Tours with Signings, TV and RadioBook Tours with Signings, TV and Radio

2929

•• Book ClubsBook Clubs
•• SeminarsSeminars

•• You only make money if you publishYou only make money if you publishYou only make money if you publish You only make money if you publish 
several titles and/or several editions!several titles and/or several editions!

•• You probably You probably need a distributorneed a distributor
•• “Stick & Stay & Make it Pay!”“Stick & Stay & Make it Pay!”

3030
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Opportunities for Rookies Opportunities for Rookies 

Personal journalPersonal journal
Correspondence to friendsCorrespondence to friends
Letters to the EditorsLetters to the Editors
Local “free” paperLocal “free” paper
Club newslettersClub newsletters

3131

Usually uncompensated!

Try to get a by-line as a 
reference for the next step.

The Next Step
ArticlesArticlesGetting a by-line and 

getting paid

City newspapers
Trade Magazines

3232

Trade Magazines
Consumer Magazines
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Know your MarketKnow your MarketKnow your MarketKnow your Market
VocabularyVocabulary

““MotorhomeMotorhome””
““MotorcoachMotorcoach””

3333

MotorcoachMotorcoach
““MotorcaravanMotorcaravan””

“RV”“RV”

TimingTiming

Events / Rallies / HolidaysEvents / Rallies / Holidays

3434

SeasonsSeasons
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The QueryThe Query LetterLetter

You are selling your idea for an article.

It is not recommended that you send a spec article 

3535

unless a publication requests it.

ResearchResearch

Know the publicationKnow the publicationKnow the publicationKnow the publication
Have the name of the editorHave the name of the editor
Know the kind of articles they useKnow the kind of articles they use
Study the writers’ guidelinesStudy the writers’ guidelines

3636
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Writers’ GuidelinesWriters’ Guidelines

Read them.Read them.
Read them again, every last word.Read them again, every last word.
Follow them.Follow them.

3737

The Query LetterThe Query Letter
The The ideaidea
EmbellishEmbellish
Why it is suitable for Why it is suitable for theirtheir publicationpublication
Who you are and why Who you are and why youyou should write itshould write it
Available “at your regular Available “at your regular raterate””

3838

This is an This is an exclusiveexclusive submissionsubmission
ThankThank the editor for his/her timethe editor for his/her time
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Don’t try to be clever if it is Don’t try to be clever if it is yy
going to make the text anything going to make the text anything 

but clear and simple.but clear and simple.

3939

4040
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Include Include 

Wh th d Cli iWh th d Cli iWhere they can read your ClippingsWhere they can read your Clippings
Sample images Sample images 

Set up a personal web page with copies of yourSet up a personal web page with copies of your

4141

Set up a personal web page with copies of your Set up a personal web page with copies of your 
clippings, bio. etc. with clippings, bio. etc. with hyperlinkhyperlink

RejectionsRejections

Don’t let them get you down.Don’t let them get you down.
Use them.Use them.

4242

Send a quick reply asking if they know a Send a quick reply asking if they know a 
publication that might be interested in what publication that might be interested in what 

you have.you have.
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FollowFollow--upup

If you have not heard from themIf you have not heard from them

4343

Snailmail ?Snailmail ?

Some publications prefer mailed queriesSome publications prefer mailed queriesSome publications prefer mailed queries Some publications prefer mailed queries 
((MotorhomeMotorhome))
Do include your clippingsDo include your clippings
Do not include “clever items” or giftsDo not include “clever items” or gifts

4444
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ImagesImages

Pictures can sell an Pictures can sell an 
articlearticle

4545

articlearticle
35 mm color slides or 35 mm color slides or 
7.1 megapixels min.7.1 megapixels min.
Have interesting Have interesting 
captionscaptions

ImagesImages

Pictures can sell the Pictures can sell the 
ti lti l

4646

articlearticle
35 mm color slides or 35 mm color slides or 
7.1 megapixels min.7.1 megapixels min.
Have interesting Have interesting 
captionscaptions
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ImagesImages

Portrait as well asPortrait as well asPortrait as well as Portrait as well as 
landscapelandscape
Have an RV in it     Have an RV in it     
(on the road is good)(on the road is good)
Have plenty availableHave plenty available

4747

ImagesImages

Portrait as well asPortrait as well asPortrait as well as Portrait as well as 
landscapelandscape
Have an RV in it     Have an RV in it     
(on the road is good)(on the road is good)
Have plenty of Have plenty of 
pictures availablepictures available

4848

pictures availablepictures available
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4949

$$$???$$$???

5050
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How Much Can You Make Freelancing?

Freelance remuneration
– $.05 to $1.00 per word
– 0 - $6,000 per article

Successful, professional full time freelancers can 
get $35,000+ per year

51

g $ , p y

Examples – feature article

Travel + Leisure: $4,000 - $6,000 

MotorHome: $300 - $650

52

Family Motor Coaching: $250 - $500

Escapees: $125
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Re-use your knowledge

Articles on China were accepted in: 

Escapees
Family Motor Coaching
Motorhome Magazine
Caravan and RV (Australia)

53

Caravan and RV (Australia)
Motorhomes Caravans Destinations (New Zealand)

The timing was right and the subject was unique

Each article must be unique within a 
market (i.e. North America & Mexico). 

Text
Pictures (Keep careful records)

54

Pictures (Keep careful records)
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Lag Time

Even if accepted a publication does not always send
contract or payment in a timely manner.  

55

5656
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5757

Austin American StatesmanAustin American Statesman
Sunday Travel sectionSunday Travel section

5858
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Freelance ArticlesFreelance Articles
To get publishedTo get published

1. 1. Write well Write well 
22 Sti k t th i id liSti k t th i id li2.2. Stick to their guidelines Stick to their guidelines 
3.3. Read other material in your target publicationRead other material in your target publication
4.   Research: more than your personal experience4.   Research: more than your personal experience
5.   Know your market5.   Know your market
6.   What are the needs of that publication6.   What are the needs of that publication

5959

pp
7.7. Timing Timing 
8.   Follow8.   Follow--upup

JaniceJanice LaskoLaskoJanice Janice LaskoLasko

Managing EditorManaging Editor
EscapeesEscapees

6060
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The art of Writing

61

To be a good writer
• Be observant

k   • Take notes 
• Expand your vocabulary
• People watch & steal characteristics  
• Turn facts into a conversation
• Look your characters in the eye
• Outline

62

• Outline
• Strong opening
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Practice
• Practice
• Practice
• Practice

• Review what you wrote last year.

63

Review what you wrote last year.
• Say it in half the words.

Words to avoid

• Beautiful
• Nice
• About (this many)
• The verb “to be” was, is.

64



33

Characters
People watchp

– Mannerisms
– Clothes

V b l 

65

– Verbal expressions

Characters
• They must be believable

L k th  i  th  • Look them in the eye
• Your readers must relate to them

– Reveal how they 
– talk, 
– dress, 

66

– shake hands, 
– walk, 
– eat, 
– hold their head.
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Language of a character
• “A rose by any other name is still

a rose” Shakespeare

• “Look at that flower,” he said.

67

Language of a character
• “A rose by any other name is still 

a rose” Shakespeare

• “Look at that pink rose,” he said.

68
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Language of a character
• “A rose by any other name is still 

a rose” Shakespeare

• “Look at that Lady of the Dawn
floribunda scrub rose,” he said.

69

5 minute Exercise 
Describe

A l  t   bli d s• A color to a blind person
• A piece of music to a deaf person
• A walk from a dog’s eye view
• “He held out his hand for her to 
shake.”

70

Write one of these descriptions in 50 words.
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Exercise
Speech adds animation to a text. p

• Find a piece of prose that you like 
and turn it into a conversation that 
conveys the same information

71

Take notes
• Throw nothing away that you’ve g y y

written

72
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Your opening
• Intriguingg g
• Enticing
• Set the mood
• Draw them in 

73

• Then you must fulfill the promise you made

Read other material in Read other material in 
your genreyour genre

Read other material in Read other material in 
your genreyour genre

74
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Read your work out Read your work out 
loudloud

Read your work out Read your work out 
loudloud

75

Make a commitment to Make a commitment to 
yourself to write each yourself to write each 

dayday

Make a commitment to Make a commitment to 
yourself to write each yourself to write each 

dayday

76
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Take a ClassTake a Class
Join a writers’ GroupJoin a writers’ Group

Take a ClassTake a Class
Join a writers’ GroupJoin a writers’ Group

PenWheelsPenWheels BOFBOF

77

www.writepage.com/groups.htmwww.writepage.com/groups.htm

Writing on the RoadWriting on the Road
is funis funis funis fun

7878
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7979

Have fun and writeHave fun and write

8080
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Visit us in Visit us in 
ReataReata B17, B17, 

Thursday 3:00Thursday 3:00yy

www.99DaysToPanama.comwww.99DaysToPanama.com

John@BrindlePress comJohn@BrindlePress com

8181

John@BrindlePress.comJohn@BrindlePress.com
Harriet@BrindlePress.comHarriet@BrindlePress.com


